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India's Vailankanni Shrine reveals 
welcoming Mother, not syncretism 
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Vatican News: The Prefect of the Dicastery for 
the Doctrine of the Faith sends a letter ahead of 
the feast of Our Lady of Health in Vailankanni, 
India, expressing the Pope's appreciation for the 
shrine and noting the spiritual fruits enjoyed by 
pilgrims, including non-Christians. 

Millions of pilgrims faithfully visit the Sanctuary 
of Our Lady of Good Health in Vailankanni, in the 
Indian state of Tamil Nadu. 

According to Cardinal Victor Manuel Fernandez, 
Prefect of the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the 
Faith, “the many spiritual fruits that are produced 
at this Shrine make us recognize the constant 
action of the Holy Spirit in this place.” 

The Cardinal Prefect wrote those words in a letter 
dated August 1, approved by Pope Francis, and 
addressed to Bishop-elect Sagayaraj Thamburaj, 
of Tanjore Diocese. The Shrine will celebrate the 
feast of Our Lady of Health on September 8, and 
devotion in Vailankanni dates back to the 16th 
century. 

Holy Spirit's action in many non-Chris- 
tian pilgrims 

“Many non-Christian pilgrims who come seeking 
solace echo similar experiences,” emphasized 
Cardinal Fernandez. “Some of them are healed of 
their illnesses and many find peace and hope. 
Without doubt, the Holy Spirit is also at work in 
them, responding by Mary's intercession.” 

“This,” he noted, “should not be considered as a 
form of syncretism or mixing of religions. The 
Sanctuary is a place where the closeness of Mary, 
who welcomes everyone and demonstrates the 
love of the Lord to those who reflect on it, is 
manifested. Those who cannot receive the 
sacraments of the Catholic Church are not denied 
the consolation of the Mother of Jesus.” 

Pope Francis' appreciation for 'this place 
of faith’ 

Cardinal Fernandez stated that he and Pope 
Francis recalled the spiritual beauty of this place 
of faith during the papal audience he was granted 


on August 1. 

“The Holy Father cares a 
lot about the popular piety 
of the faithful pilgrims, 
because they reflect the 
beauty of the Church on 
the move which seeks 
Jesus in the arms of Mary 
and entrusts its pain and 
hope to the heart of His 
Mother,” he said. 

For this reason, added the 
Cardinal, Pope Francis has 
expressed “great apprecia- 
tion” for this place of faith. 
In preparation for the Sep- 
tember celebrations at the 
Vailankanni Shrine, he added, the Pope extends 
his paternal blessing to all pilgrims. 


First manifestation of Mary 

According to an ancient account, the Virgin Mary 
first appeared in Vailankanni in the 16th century 
to a young man carrying milk for a customer, 
asking him to offer it for the Child she was holding 
in her arms. The young man promptly agreed, 
only to realize upon reaching the customer that 
the milk was still in his container. 

“This,” said Cardinal Fernandez, “was an 
expression of the generosity of those who are 
willing to give something to others, in their own 
poverty. You do not need to have much in order to 
be generous. May this call to share, to assist, to be 
close to those who need us always resonate in this 
place. Mary loves the generosity ofher children.” 
Tenderness of Mary, Mother of All 

The Prefect of the Dicastery for the Doctrine ofthe 
Faith praised the “beautiful traditions ascribed to 
the encounters that the Virgin had with poor and 
sick boys at this place of worship. Thus, the 
tenderness and closeness of Mary, whom Jesus 
desired to bequeath us as Mother of all, is 
manifested. Through her intercession, Jesus 
Christ often pours out his strength and restores 
health to the sick.” 

He recalled that, “in 2002, Saint John Paul II chose 
that place for the celebration of the World Day of 
the Sick. Thus, the same Virgin Mary who 
manifested herself at Lourdes also manifested 
herselfin India as the Mother of Health.” 

Before Mary, we recognize the love of 
Jesus 

“Tt is not merely a matter of bodily health,” 
concluded Cardinal Fernandez, “but also one that 
touches the soul. Contemplating the image of 
Mary we can all recognize the love of Jesus Christ 
that can heal our sadness, our anguish and our 
fears. If we pause before Mary, even in a brief 
moment of faith and love, her maternal gaze 
restores peace to us.” 
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Vatican i issues 
clarification on Holy 
Doors during 
2025 Jubilee 


By Deborah Castellano Lubov 


The Vatican's Dicastery for Evan- 
gelization issues a clarifying note 
regarding the 2025 Jubilee, 
specifying that Holy Doors will 
only be open at the four Papal 
Basilicas in Rome and in one 
prison. 

Ahead of the upcoming Ordinary 
Jubilee of 2025, Pope Francis, in 
his Bull of Indiction, entitled 
'Spes non confundit' (‘Hope 
does not disappoint’), indicated 
as the Holy Door "of St. Peter's 
Basilica and the other three Papal 
Basilicas, namely St. John 
Lateran, St. Mary Major, and St. 
Paul Outside the Walls, with the 
exception of the Holy Father's 
expressed desire to personally 
open a Holy Door in a prison 'to 
offer prisoners a concrete sign of 
closeness'’." 

This was reaffirmed in a note 
issued Thursday, 1 August, by the 
Dicastery for Evangelization's 
Section for Fundamental Ques- 
tions regarding Evangelization in 
the World. 

The note specifically provided 
guidance regarding the opening 
of the Holy Door in places besi- 
des Rome. 

"Given the imminent start of the 
Jubilee 2025," the Dicastery's 
note began, "the question has 
recently been raised about the 
possibility of planning the 
configuration and opening of the 


Holy Door in Cathedral Chur- 
ches, International and National 
Shrines, as well as in other 
particularly significant places of 
worship." 


St. Peter's and Papal 


Basilicas 

"In this regard, while sensitively 
considering the pastoral and 
devotional motivations that may 
have suggested such commen- 
dable aspiration," it continued, 
"it is nevertheless deemed nece- 
ssary to recall the precise indica- 
tions established by the Holy 
Father in the Bull Spes non 
confundit", which reasserts the 
sites of Holy Doors for the immi- 
nent Jubilee. 

In the text, the Dicastery also 
took the opportunity to recall 
that "the peculiar and identi- 
fying sign of the Jubilee Year, as 
handed down since the first 
Jubilee of the year 1300, is the 
indulgence that ‘intends to 
express the fullness of God's 
forgiveness which knows no 
bounds,’ through the Sacrament 
of Penance and signs of charity 
and hope." 

Given this, they urge faithful to 
consult "the particular places 
and different modalities indica- 
ted by the Decree of the Apostolic 
Penitentiary of May 13, 2024," in 
order to "fully live this moment 


of grace." (cond. on P5) 


“Into That Heaven of 
Freedom, My Father, Let Our 
Country Awake.” 
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Indian Christians slam harsher 
anti-conversion law 


By Bijay Kumar Minj 
Amendments to existing law 
would increase harassment and 
criminalization of Christians in 
northern Uttar Pradesh state 
Church leaders and rights acti- 
vists have deplored the passing of 
sweeping changes to the anti- 
conversion law in a northern 
Indian state where Christians 
complain ofharassment. 

The Uttar Pradesh Prohibition of 
Unlawful Conversion of Religion 
(Amendment) Bill, 2024, which 
provides for stricter punishment, 
including life imprisonment for 
fraudulent or forced conversion, 
was passed by the state assembly 
on July 30. 

The National Council of Churches 
in India, in a July 31 statement, 
said the amended law “violates 
the provisions of the Indian 
Constitution” and “adversely 
affects the harmonious life in 
India and the basic rights of its 
citizens.” 

“Conversion itself is not an offe- 
nse unless induced by undue 
influence, misrepresentation, or 
coercion, which only the victim 
can claim,” stressed the council, 
an ecumenical forum of Prote- 
stant and Orthodox churches in 
India. 

Reverend Asir Ebenezer, council 
general secretary, said the amen- 
ded law grants extensive authority 
to officials and any third parties 
and can be misused to target 
specific individuals or commu- 
nities based on religious preju- 
dice. “The law is a risk... for 
heightened harassment and 
criminalization of peaceful reli- 
gious practices, including 
baptism in Christianity,” he added. 
The earlier law allowed only a 
victim or a blood relative to file a 
complaint against illegal conve- 
rsion. However, the amended law 
states that “any information 
related to violation of the provi- 
sions of the Act can be given by 


any person” to police or autho- 
rities. 

In the case of mass religious 
conversions, the jail terms have 
been increased to 7-14 years from 
3-10, and fines to 100,000 rupees 
(US$1,250) from 50,000 rupees. 
Earlier, the maximum punish- 
ment provided for marrying a 
woman by deceiving her and 
converting her was ten years, with 
a fine of Rs 50,000. The amended 
law prescribes imprisonment for 
20 years or entire life. 

Also, all the alleged crimes under 
the amended law have been made 
non-bailable, which means a 
mere allegation of conversion can 
land suspects in jail with no hope 
of bail. 

The bill will become effective after 
the Uttar Pradesh governor, who is 
the constitutional head of the 
state, signs it. 

The Christian council said that 
“the anti-conversion law encroa- 
ches on the constitutional right to 
freely practice and profess reli- 
gion, a fundamental human right 
recognized by both the Indian 
Constitution and international 
human rights standards.” 
Minakshi Singh, a Christian 
activist based in Uttar Pradesh, 
condemned the passing of the 
amendments to the anti- conver- 
sion law. 

“A law against conversion already 
exists in the state. Does it mean 
the government is not sure its 
previous law passed in 2020 was 
not effective enough?” she asked 
UCA News. 

Singh, who is general secretary of 
the charity, Unity in Compassion, 
said the amended law “threatens 
to aggravate communal tensions 
and undermine ‘Indias diverse 
religious society.” 

Muhammad Arif, chairman of the 
Centre for Harmony and Peace, 
said the BJP government was 
playing the communal game and 
harassing religious minority 
groups. 
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Bangkok: The Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI) 
has released the Indian edition of the book "How to be a 
Missionary Synodal Church", the Instrumentum laboris for the 
second session of the XVI Ordinary General Assembly, set to take 
place from October 2 to 27, 2024, in Rome. 

Cardinal Filipe Neri Ferrao, President of the CCBI, launched the 
book during the Asian Synodal Assembly at the Baan Phu Waan 
Pastoral Centre in Bangkok, Thailand. 

The event on August 6, 2024, was attended by Cardinal Charles 
Maung Bo, S.D.B., Archbishop of Yangon, Myanmar; Cardinal 
Stephen Chow Sau-yan, S.J. of Hong Kong; Cardinal Oswald 
Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay and Rev. Dr. Stephen Alathara, 
Deputy Secretary General of the CCBI. 

This Instrumentum laboris is designed to guide the work of the 
upcoming General Assembly session. The book is structured 
into three parts: the first part delves into the essential 
relationships within the Church—between God, the faithful, 
and different Churches; the second part focuses on pathways 
and communal discernment to ensure active participation from 
all members; and the third part discusses the environments 
where these relationships and pathways are actualized. 

For Copies contact: Email: ccbipublications@gmail.com 

Mob No: 9886730224. 


Report by Fr. Stephen Alathara, Deputy Secretary General, CCBI 
Hindu Goddesses' portrait 
installed in Catholic school 


Jarora: The student wing of the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) in Madhya Pradesh state has hung the portraits of Hindu 
goddess in a Catholic school where statutes of Jesus, Mother 
Mary and other saints were kept. 

Some 50 young members of the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad (ABVP) on July 27 barged into the campus of St Peter's 
Higher Secondary School managed by the diocese of Jhabua at 
Jaorain Ratlam district. 

“The youth ordered the school officials to remove all the statues 
of Jesus, Mother Mary and other saints from the campus,” said 
Father Rocky Shah, the diocese's public relation officer. 

When the officials refused to heed to their demand, the 
intruders staged protest inside the campus for a while shouting 
slogans against the school management and the Christians. 
“The school officials informed police and sought support. The 
police officials reached the spot so late and tried to silence the 
school officials and supported the youth,” Father Shah told 
Matters India on July 29. 

“The youth in the presence of the police hang the portraits of 
goddess Saraswati, (the goddess of wisdom and knowledge) and 
Bharat Mata, (Mother India) on the wall above the statues of 
Christian saints,” the priest said. 

They also threatened the school officials with serious 
repercussion in case they removed the portraits. 

“They also accused the school of not producing any engineer or 
doctor but producing priests and nuns,” added Father Shah. 
“We have not yet filed a police complaint,” he said and added, “It 
will be done after consultation with the parents of the students.” 
Jhabua diocese has a history of hostility against Christians 
especially at the behest of Hindu nationalist groups who are 
inimical to Christian missionary activities, primarily educating 
the poor. 
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Church in the World 


Pope Francis: Reading literature can enrich 
the Christian life, aid in priestly formation 


By Kristina Millare 


In a new letter released Sunday, Pope Francis 
touts the benefits of reading literature for 
priests and all those seeking to enrich their 
lives as Christian believers. 

Though he said his letter was originally 
intended for men receiving priestly 
formation, he said all Christians — not just 
those involved in ministry — would benefit 
from incorporating poetry and literature into 
their personal times of study or leisure. 

“Time spent reading may well open up new 
interior spaces that help us to avoid becoming 
trapped by a few obsessive thoughts that can 
stand in the way of our personal growth,” he 
writes in his letter, which is dated July 17 and 
comes at the height of the summer when 
many people are taking time off to rest and 
recreate. 

The 87-year-old pontiff believes reading 
literature enables individual people to learn 
the art of reflective personal discernment, 
empathy with others, as well as entering a 
dialogue with the culture of our times, in a 
more profound way than modern audio- 
visual media. 

“We are enriched by what we receive from the 
author and this allows us in turn to grow 
inwardly, so that each new work we read will 
renew and expand our worldview,” he writes. 
In his letter, the Holy Father praises 
seminaries that incorporated times dedicated 


to the reading of literature and poetry, 
countering the current “obsession with 
‘screens’ and with toxic, superficial and 
violent fake news.” 

"" Texas religious sisters care for their 
sisters in Christ on death row 

Reading, the pope insists, should not be 
approached with an arduous or rigid 
“sense of duty,” but rather with a 
flexibility, openness, and “readiness to 
learn.” 

“Everyone will find books that speak to 
their own lives and become authentic 
companions for their journey. There is 
nothing more counterproductive than 
reading something out of a sense of duty, 
making considerable effort simply because 
others have said itis essential,” he shares. 
Drawing upon the example of St. Paul who 
“gathered the seeds of pagan poetry,” the 
pope said Christians who are knowledgeable 
of the literary works of their times can bring 
others closer to God through the person of 
Jesus Christ. 

“We must always take care never to lose sight 
of the 'flesh' of Jesus Christ: that flesh made of 
passions, emotions and feelings, words that 
challenge and console, hands that touch and 
heal, looks that liberate and encourage, flesh 
made of hospitality, forgiveness, indignation, 
courage, fearlessness; in a word, love,” Pope 
Francis writes. 

Through “listening to the voice of others” and 
“seeing through the eyes of others,” Pope 
Francis believes there is a kind of wisdom and 
richness instilled in readers of the literary 
word that seeks truth, broadens perspectives, 
and enhances critical and cognitive thinking. 
“Tt opens our human words to welcome the 
Word that is already present in human 
speech, not when it sees itself as knowledge 
that is already full, definitive and complete,” 
he observes, “but when it becomes a listening 
and expectation of the One who comes to 
make all things new (cf. Rev 21:5).” 


Pope to Afghan delegation: 'No one can invoke 
God's name to foment hate' 


By Lisa Zengarini 

Addressing a delegation from the Afghan 
Community Associationin in Italy, Pope 
Francis reiterates that religion must never be 
used to incite hatred and violence, but instead 
to promote fraternity among peoples. 

“No one can invoke God's name to foment 
contempt, hatred and violence towards 
others.” Pope Francis strongly reaffirmed this 
stance on Wednesday as he met in the Vatican 
with members from the Afghan Community 
Association in Italy before his General 
Audience. 

The association is a network of Afghan men 
and women living in Italy engaged in 
supporting the integration of Afghan refugees 
in Italian society and in promoting dialogue 
and the respect of human rights of all ethnic 
communities. 

The "tragic" situation in Afghanistan 

Opening his address, the Pope recalled the 
tragic events Afghanistan has endured in the 
past decades marked by instability, warfare, 
internal divisions and systematic violation of 
basic human rights that have forced many to 
exile. He decried that the ethnic diversity that 


characterizes Afghan society is “sometimes 
used as a reason for discrimination and 
exclusion, ifnot outright persecution.” 

“You have gone through a tragic time, with 
many wars.” 

The Pope also referred to the critical situation 
on the borders with Pakistan where many 
Afghans have taken shelter, and where the 
ethnic Pashtun minority (the majority ethnic 
group in Afghanistan, ed. ) also endures abuse 
and discrimination. 

Religion should help mitigate differences 

In this difficult context, he noted, religion 
should help mitigate contrasts and create a 
space where eveyone is granted full 
citizenship rights without discrimination. 
Instead, “it is manipulated” and used as an 
instrument of hatred to fuel confrontation 
that leads to violence. 

He, therefore, encouraged the members of the 
Afghan network to continue in their “noble 
endeavour to promote religious harmony" 
striving " to overcome misunderstandings 
between different religions in order to build 
paths of trusting dialogue and peace.” 
Promoting human fraternity, not hatred and 
violence. 
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By Lisa Zengarini 

UK Church leaders have decried 
ongoing anti-immigration riots 
triggered by a deadly stabbing attack 
in Southport last week, saying they 
threaten the values of British society. 
Church leaders in England and 
Wales have joined in strongly 
condemning far-right and anti- 
immigrant riots that for days have 
been ravaging several towns across 
the UK, including London. 

The violence was sparked by a fatal 
stabbing attack on July 29 in a dance 
school in the seaside town of 
Southpor, in northwest England, in 
which three children were killed and 
others injured. 

A 17-year-old British suspect, Axel 
Rudakubana, born in Wales to 
Rwandan parents, has been arrested 
and is due to appear in court on 
October 25. The motive for his act is 
yet to be established, but police have 
ruled out terrorism. 

Riots triggered by fake news on 
social media 

However, fake rumours circulating 
on social networks after the attack 
falsely suggested a Muslim migrant 
was responsible for the stabbing. 

The attack, one of the worst assaults 
against children in the country in 
decades, has caused public shock in 
Britain, and has led to far-right and 
anti-immigrant violent demon- 
strations in several towns across the 
UK, which are still ongoing. 

Far-right agitators have mobilized 
around online misinformation and 
hateful, anti-migrant and anti- 
Muslim narratives, attacking police 
officers with petrol bottles and 
bricks, injuring targeting emergency 
service workers and setting fire to 
hotels housing refugees. 

One of the latest incidents occurred 
on Monday evening in Belfast, 
Northern Ireland, where a man was 
rushed to hospital in serious condi- 
tions after being attacked in a 
suspected hate crime. 

Over 400 people have been 
arrested since the riots began. 
Newly-elected Labour Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer has labelled 
the outbreaks as 'far-right thuggery' 
and has warned social media 


companies that they must uphold 
laws that prohibit the incitement of 
violence online. 

Bishops: Violence disregards 
civil values of British society 

The Catholic Bishops Conference of 
England and Wales (CBCEW) has 
condemned the racist-motivated 
riots, saying they threaten the values 
of British society. 

“They demonstrate a complete 
disregard of the values which under- 
pin the civil life of our country,” said 
Bishop Paul McAleenan, the Lead 
Bishop for Migrants and Refugees. 
The bishop further noted that “the 
actions of the few involved in viole- 
nce stand in stark contrast to the 
work of charities, Church groups and 
volunteers who tirelessly extend the 
hand of welcome to migrants in acts 
of solidarity.” 

“We hope and pray that they will re- 
double their efforts so that we can 
rebuild communities after the 
terrible events of the last few days,” 
he said 

Bishop McAleenan expressed his 
solidarity with refugees in Britain. 
“You are loved and welcome here. We 
all should do what we can to make 
sure that you feel safe,” he said. 

He also warmly thanked the emer- 
gency services, who selflessly 
continue to work despite the risks. 
“Thank you for all that you do in the 
service of the common good,” he 
said. 

JRS: Urgent action needed to 
protect targeted communities 
Among the organisations suppor- 
ting migrants in Britain is the Jesuit 
Refugee Service UK (JRS UK), whose 
director Sarah Teather, appealed to 
the British government to take 
urgent steps to ensure the safety of 
all those being targeted, including 
people in the asylum system “who in 
many cases have already fled 
violence and experienced profound 
trauma.“ 

She noted that many of the refugees 
served by JRS are “living with deep 
fear and insecurity following these 
attacks.”Ms. Teather also called on 
all British citizens to challenge the 
disinformation and racist, divisive 
rhetoric fuelling this hostility. 
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Celebrating India's 77th 
Independence Day: 

“Let Our Country Awake” 


Independence Day celebrations in India is a kaleidoscope of 
colours and emotions. From the Prime Minister's address at the 
Red Fort to flag hoisting ceremonies in schools, offices and street 
corners, the day is a vibrant celebration of freedom. Streets come 
alive with the rhythms of patriotic songs, and the aroma of 
sweets fills the air as people exchange greetings of “Happy 
Independence Day!” and “Jai Hind!" 

One of the most celebrated poems by Gurudev Rabindranath 
Tagore 'Let My Country Awake’ written in 1910 is as powerful 
today in its poignancy and relevance as it was then. In fact, more 
so now than ever before as our country and the world is in 
constant flux. Tagore's poem continues to provide the moral 
imperative of hope, the balm to tireless striving and the meaning 
and essence of true freedom. And we pray for our country as she 
celebrates her 77th independence day on 15 August 2024. 

As the tricolour unfurls against the backdrop of the Red Fort on 
the 15th August, a wave of patriotism will sweep across the 
nation. India's 77th Independence Day is not only a tryst with 
destiny but also a testament to the indomitable spirit of 1.4 
billion dreams. 

On August 15, 1947, as the clock struck midnight, India awoke to 
life and freedom. The journey to this moment was paved with 
sacrifices, from the first war of independence in 1857 to the non- 
violent resistance led by Mahatma Gandhi. Today, we stand on 
the shoulders of giants, our freedom a precious gift from those 
who dared to dream of a free India and the fruit of the countless 
sacrifices made by the brave men and women of India. 

Since independence, India has charted a course of progress that 
has astounded the world: from launching its first satellite, 
Aryabhata, in 1975 to the recent Chandrayaan missions, India's 
space program has skyrocketed, quite literally. The Green 
Revolution transformed India from a food-deficient nation to a 
global agricultural powerhouse. India's IT industry has becomea 
global force, with Indian tech talents leaving their mark 
worldwide. Through targeted efforts, India has made significant 
strides in poverty reduction, giving millions a chance at a better 
life. 

From the days of the "License Raj" to becoming one of the 
world's fastest-growing economies, India's economic journey 
has been nothing short of remarkable. The liberalization of 1991 
unleashed a wave of entrepreneurship and innovation, 
propelling India into the league of major global economies. 

As we celebrate our achievements, we must also acknowledge 
the challenges that lie ahead: while India's economy has grown, 
the benefits haven't reached all sections of society equally. 
Despite India's strong recent record on economic growth, its 
middle class remains small and getting a job is no guarantee of 
escaping poverty. 

Environmental concerns, from air pollution to water scarcity, 
demand urgent attention. Severe pollution of air quality in urban 
areas due to industrial emissions, vehicular exhaust, and crop 
burning. Contamination of water bodies by industrial effluents, 
sewage discharge, agricultural runoff, and untreated domestic 
waste. India, known for its rich biodiversity and vibrant 
ecosystems, faces a myriad of ecological challenges that threaten 
its natural heritage and the well-being of its citizens. From rapid 
urbanization to climate change, these challenges require urgent 
attention and concerted efforts from policymakers, communi- 
ties, and individuals alike. 

As we stand at this juncture and as the future beckons us with 
promise, let us entrust our incredible country to the maternal 
care and guidance of our Mother Mary whose feast of the 
Assumption we celebrate on 15th August, and pray “Into that 
heaven of freedom, my Father, let our country awake.” 
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Letters to the Editor 


The Plight of Slow Learners 


Sir, Iwas the chief guest at the Annual Day of the 
Jesuit run St. Lawrence's High School in 2018. I 
was deeply touched by the gesture of the Jesuit 
community there; especially their managing 
committee and the Headmaster, Fr. Sebastian 
James SJ who had invited me. I have no political 
contacts nor am I wealthy, yet the Jesuits invited 
me. This is the greatness of the Society of Jesus. 
There I felicitated all the top boys in various 
classes. 

It is in this context that I want to highlight the 
plight of students who are not academically 
bright. When did academic brightness start 
reflecting on personal sanctity? St. John Vianney 
was not very bright academically. Neither were 
Baba Vamdeb and Trailanga Swami. It hurts 
children to see those who get higher scores than 
them felicitated. It is like talking on and on 
about the blessings of parenthood to those who 
wanted to have children but cannot. This 
grievous wrong should not be done. No student 
should be singled out for academic accolades as 
a kid. And both Hindu and Roman Catholic 
theologies teach us that every person is unique. 
YHWH for you and the Devi for me, does not 
judge us by our intelligence. We are judged by 
how much we have loved our enemies. This is 
both Christian and Hindu pedagogy: ahimsa. 
Teachers should be sensitised to never insult 
children in front of their classmates. When God 
takes care of sparrows that fly in the air, who are 
we to neglect even one child? Also, we should be 
careful in labelling a child dyslexic etc. yet 


quietly provide help if needed. The Kingdom of 
God qua Shakti is for the little ones. Intellectuals 
mostly collude with Pilate and quibble over the 
question: Quid estVeritas? 

Let me illustrate, I remember Fr. Larry Abello SJ 
because he loved me unconditionally. The 
theology professor, Fr. Timmerman, a gaunt, 
austere and thin Jesuit whom I met in his last 
days while he was at St. Xavier's Jesuit 
Residence, Kolkata praised the intellect of Fr. 
Abello who spiritually guided none less than 
Saint Mother Teresa of Kolkata. Yet intellect did 
not count with Fr. (Dr.) Abello SJ who made 
Kolkata his home though he belonged to the 
Darjeeling Province of the Jesuits. His intellect 
told him to consult Fr. Horace Rozario SJ, along- 
time editor of this paper, whenever Fr. Abello 
needed to know whether he had done the right 
thing by writing something or the other. I am 
witness to the poverello's humility. Yet in 
schools students are not taught that high scores 
do not matter; only self-abnegation matters. 
Great intellectual feats do not matter. Debating 
like ace politicians do not matter. God alone 
matters. Are we as two very different Faith 
communities doing the right thing for our kids? 
Do we want more and more glib, fast-talking 
corporate honchos or do we want men of the 
mettle of St. John Vianney and Trailanga Swami? 
If we do not decide now and reform our 
pedagogies, AI will certainly usher in an 
Orwellian dystopia where some children will 
feel left our and abandoned. The current 
education system destroys the souls of children 
andeven adults. Dr. Subhasis Chattopadhyay 


Memo From God 


Tam God. peas 
Today I will be handling 
all of your problems. 3m 
Please remember that I 
do notneed your help. 

If life happens to deliver 
a situation to you that 
you cannot handle, do 
not attempt to resolve it. 
Kindly put it in the 
SFGTD (something for 
God to do) box. All situa- 
tions will be resolved... 
but in My time, not 
yours. 

Once the matter is 
placed into the box, do not hold onto it by 
worrying about it. Instead, focus on all the 
wonderful things that are present in your 
life now. 

If you find yourself stuck in traffic; Don't 
despair. There are people in this world for 
whom driving is an unheard of privilege. 
Should you have a bad day at work; Think of 
the man who has been out of work for 
years. 

Should you despair over a relationship 
gone bad; Think of the person who has 
never known what it's like to love and be 
loved in return. 

Should you grieve the passing of another 
weekend; Think of the woman in dire 
straits, working twelve hours a day, seven 


days a week to feed her children. 

Should your car break down, leaving you 
miles away from assistance; Think of the 
paraplegic who would love the opportunity 
to take that walk. 

Should you notice a new gray hair in the 
mirror; Think of the cancer patient in 
chemo who wishes she had hair to 
examine. 

Should you find yourself at a loss and 
pondering what is life all about, asking 
what is my purpose? Be thankful. There are 
those who didn't live long enough to get 
the opportunity. 

Should you find yourself the victim of other 
people's bitterness, ignorance, smallness 
or insecurities; Remember, things could be 
worse. Youcould be one of them! 
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Saint of the Day for August 


Saint Lawrence 


The esteem in which the 
Church holds Lawrence is 
seen in the fact that today's 
celebration ranks as a feast. 
We know very little about his 
life. He is one of those whose 
martyrdom made a deep and 
lasting impression on the 
early Church. Celebration of 
his feast day spread rapidly. 

He was a Roman deacon 
under Pope Saint Sixtus I. 
Four days after this pope was 
put to death, Lawrence and 
four clerics suffered martyr- 
dom, probably during the persecution of the 
Emperor Valerian. 

Legendary details of Lawrence's death were 
known to Damasus, Prudentius, Ambrose, and 
Augustine. The church built over his tomb 
became one of the seven principal churches in 
Rome and a favorite place for Roman pilgri- 
mages. 

A well-known legend has persisted from 
earliest times. As deacon in Rome, Lawrence 
was charged with the responsibility for the 
material goods of the Church, and the 
distribution of alms to the poor. When 
Lawrence knew he would be arrested like the 
pope, he sought out the poor, widows, and 
orphans of Rome and gave them all the money 
he had on hand, selling even the sacred vessels 
of the altar to increase the sum. When the 
prefect of Rome heard of this, he imagined that 
the Christians must have considerable 
treasure. He sent for Lawrence and said, “You 
Christians say we are cruel to you, but that is 
not what I have in mind. I am told that your 
priests offer in gold, that the sacred blood is 
received in silver cups, that you have golden 
candlesticks at your evening services. Now, 
your doctrine says you must render to Caesar 
what is his. Bring these treasures—the 
emperor needs them to maintain his forces. 
God does not cause money to be counted: He 
brought none of it into the world with 
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him—only words. Give me the money, 
therefore, and be rich in words.” 

Lawrence replied that the Church was indeed 
rich. “I will show you a valuable part. But give 
me time to set everything in order and make an 
inventory.” After three days he gathered a great 
number of blind, lame, maimed, leprous, 
orphaned, and widowed persons and put 
them in rows. When the prefect arrived, 
Lawrence simply said, “These are the treasure 
ofthe Church.” 

The prefect was so angry he told Lawrence that 
he would indeed have his wish to die—but it 
would be by inches. He had a great gridiron 
prepared with coals beneath it, and had 
Lawrence's body placed on it. After the martyr 
had suffered the pain for a long time, the 
legend concludes, he made his famous 
cheerful remark, “It is well done. Turn me 
over!” 

Once again we have a saint about whom 
almost nothing is known, yet one who has 
received extraordinary honor in the Church 
since the fourth century. Almost nothing—yet 
the greatest fact of his life is certain: He died for 
Christ. We who are hungry for details about the 
lives of the saints are again reminded that their 
holiness was after all, a total response to 
Christ, expressed perfectly by a death like this. 
Saint Lawrence is the Patron Saint of Cooks, 
Deacons and Poor. 


(Continued from pg 01) 


Vatican issues clarification on 
Holy Doors during 2025 Jubilee 


A Jubilee overview 


In Spes non confundit, Pope Francis 
announced that the Jubilee Year will begin 
with the opening of the Holy Door of St Peter's 
Basilica on Christmas Eve, 2024. 

The Holy Door of Saint Peter's Basilica is 
opened by the Pope only at the beginning ofa 
Jubilee Year. It is usually the first door to be 
opened to indicate the beginning of the Holy 
Year. This first evidence of the rite happening 
in St Peter's was in the year 1500 during the 
papacy of AlexanderVI. 

Later, on 29 December, the Pope will open the 
Holy Door of the Archbasilica of St John 
Lateran, the Cathedral of Rome. On the same 
day, every Cathedral and co-Cathedral 
throughout the world will have Mass 
celebrated by the local Bishop to mark the 
opening of the Jubilee. 


On the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God, 
1 January 2025, Pope Francis will open the 
Holy Door for the Basilica of St Mary Major, 
with the Holy Door for the Basilica of St Paul's 
Outside the Walls being opened on Sunday, 5 
January, the Vigil of Epiphany. 

“In the course of the year,” Pope Francis had 
written, “every effort should be made to 
enable the People of God to participate fully in 
its proclamation ofhope in God's grace and in 
the signs that attest to their efficacy.” 

On 28 December 2025, the Jubilee will end in 
the particular Churches throughout the 
world, with the Holy Doors of St John Lateran, 
St Mary Major, and St Paul's Outside the Walls 
being closed on that same date. 

Finally, the Jubilee Year will formally conclude 
in Rome on the Solemnity of Epiphany, 6 
January 2026. 
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Nineteenth Ordinary Sunday [B]- Sunday August 11 
I Kgs 19:4-8; Ps 34; Eph 4:30-5:2; Jn 6:41-51 


Introduction: We are living in a world where people of all races and 
creeds hunger more for spiritual sustenance than for physical food. In 
response to the spiritual hunger of people in his own day, Jesus 
proclaims Himself to be “the Bread of Life that came down from 
Heaven” and feeds them with His words. 


Scripture lessons summarized: The first reading describes the 
physical and spiritual hungers experienced by the prophet Elijah. The 
Bread of Life Jesus speaks about is prefigured in this reading by the 
miraculous food with which the angel nourished the Prophet Elijah in 
the desert while he was fleeing from the soldiers of Queen Jezebel. 
After being nourished by the Lord, Elijah was strengthened for the long 
journey of “forty days and forty nights,” to Mount Horeb where God 
instructed Elijah to continue his prophetic work. The second reading 
presents Christ Jesus, the “Bread of Life,” as a “sacrificial offering to 
God for a fragrant aroma.” Paul reminds the Ephesian Christians that, 
instead of seeking satisfaction in the stale food of anger, slander, 
bitterness, and malice, they are to nourish one another with the 
spiritual food of compassion, kindness, and mutual forgiveness. 
Today's Gospel describes Jesus' discourse in the synagogue at 
Capernaum on his return there after miraculously feeding the five 
thousand. During the discourse, Jesus reveals himself as the true 
“Bread of Life that came down from Heaven,” to give life to the world. 
Jesus proclaims that it is He Himself, the Incarnate Son of God, who is 
the new and perfect manna, literally “come down from Heaven.” This 
means that in the Holy Eucharist, Jesus gives us a share of eternal life 
while we are still on earth. But some of Jesus' followers turn away when 
Jesus explains the Source of His mysterious power and Heavenly 
origin. 


Life messages: 


1) Let us accept the challenge to become bread and drink for 
others: “You are what you eat?” Let us recognize that Jesus whom we 
consume in the Holy Eucharist is actually God Who assimilates us into 
His being. Thus, from Sunday to Saturday we will grow into Jesus as 
Jesus grows in us, our lives will be transformed by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and we will become more like Jesus. In this way, we shall share in 
the joyous and challenging life of being the Body of Christ for the world 
- Bread for a hungry world, and Drink for those who thirst for justice, 
peace, fullness of life, and even eternal life. In other words, the 
Eucharist challenges us to sacrifice ourselves for others as Christ has 
done for each ofus. 


2) Let us appreciate Christ's presence in the Holy Eucharist: 
Since the Holy Eucharist is “the Body and Blood, together with the soul 
and Divinity, of our Lord, Jesus Christ,” the Sacrament. 


a) increases our intimate union with Christ; b) preserves, increases, 
and renews the Sanctifying Grace we received at Baptism; c) cleanses 
us of past sin and preserves us from future sins; d) strengthens the 
theological virtues of Faith, Hope, and Charity in us, thus enabling us 
to be separated from our disordered attachments and to be rooted in 
Christ; and e) unites us more deeply with the mystery of the Church. 


Homily starter anecdote: Insatiable thirst for eternal life: Shortly 
after Columbus discovered America, rumors spread in Spain that the 
New World contained a fountain of youth. A sixteenth-century 
Spanish explorer Juan Ponce de Leon, who later became first Governor 
of Puerto Rico, constructed a ship and sailed to America to search for 
this legendary fountain but never found it. Cocoon is a 1985 American 
science fiction fantasy comedy drama film directed by Ron Howard 
about a group of elderly people rejuvenated by aliens. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cocoon (film) In the movie, a group of 
senior citizens experience a return to their youth when they bathe ina 
swimming pool used by aliens from another planet. Their exciting 
experience prompts them to accept an invitation from the aliens to go 
back with them to their planet. The senior citizens are told that once 
they reached the alien planet, they will live forever. — In today's 
Gospel, Jesus offers a real fountain of eternal life promising that those 
who believe in Him and eat the Bread from Heaven will live forever. 
(Mark Linkin Sunday Homilies. (https://frtonyshomilies.com/). 

- Fv. Anthony Kadavil 
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Archdiocese 
Howrah-Hooghly Deanery Recollection at Howrah Parish 


The youth of The Church of Our Lady of Happy Voyage, Howrah, organised a day of recollection for the Howrah-Hooghly Deanery under the 
able guidance of Rev Fr Sunil Kujur the parish priest, who is also the Secretary of the Evangelisation Commission of the Archdiocese of Calcutta. 
The preacher was Bro. Robert Francis who led the youth in Praise and Worship and the Word of God. 
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Perspective 


BECOMING HUMANS BEYOND BORDERS - 


“GIVENNESS BARRIER OR CARRIER” 


By Sr. Alveena Clare, BS 

Human beings are the amazing creation of God, unique 
and blessed with external and internal richness. But 
there is a longing within to break the borders that bound 
them to be truly human. There are different aspects that 
help us to become human. Through this article I want to 
focus on the aspect of 'givenness' in the human person 
and see how this 'givenness' helps us to become human 
beyond barriers. Here I would like to explain, is 
givenness a barrier or a carrier? Today it can be a question 
of debate for many of us. But in order to get into 
arguments one needs to know one's own givenness, its 
merits and demerits. What is our 'givenness'? We are 
given a particular family, religion, cast, biological make 
up, socio and economic setup, nationality, talents etc..., 
We shall reflect, what good can happen if we break the 
limits of 'givenness' and what worse can happen if we get 
stuck or go extreme in breaking the limits. 

'Givenness' in itselfis good ifit becomes a carrier or leads 
us forward. But if it makes us feel stagnated, fixated or 
becomes a barrier then we need to question ourselves: 
Am I becoming human beyond borders? Is my desire to 
become fully human satisfied? The big bang theory had 
made a greater impact on the scientific world. It spoke of 
the small particle which is full of energy. Taking this into 
consideration we realize that human beings are packet of 
energy, with all possibilities to break the barriers of our 
‘givenness' and become that we never dreamt off. 
Aristotle also supports this idea when he says: “Give mea 
child until he is seven and I will show you the man”. 
There are higher possibilities hidden within us to be 
what we want to be. Therefore, there are no constraints 
on the human mind, no walls around the human spirit, 
and no barriers to our progress except those we ourselves 
erect/build. According to me there are no barriers which 
ahuman person can't overcome or face it. 

Barriers cannot be a block for becoming human. They 
are an opportunity to rebuild ourselves the way we wish 
or the way we had been until now. When we meet with 
unpleasant events in our life, we sometimes tend to think 
that we must disappear but all we really want is to be 
found. There is a tendency in us to become victim of our 
‘givenness' but the time also comes where we are 
challenged by the demands of this world around us and 
we want to find out the reality of ourselves. This calls for 
setting oneself free from being victim of our 'givenness'’. 
When we do this we feel life is hard. It is also true that 
sometimes we make life harder than it really is. 
Iremember reading a real story ofa young girl Anna, who 
wanted to be free and would day dream about travelling 
around the world. At the age of 19, she became a massage 
therapist. She felt independent and had complete 
control of her life till her life had a detour. Doctors 
diagnosed her with bacterial meningitis (a vaccine — 
preventable blood infection). She lost her spleen, her 
kidneys, the hearing in her left ear, and both of her legs 
below the knees. She was like a patchwork doll on a wheel 
chair. The worse moment was, when she saw her new 
plastic legs. She was not comfortable with those legs 
because they were too bulky and she designed on her 
own skill & imagination. She never expected such things 
in her life. It was in pain and tears the question came to 
her mind, how she could travel around the world as she 
wanted always. She took six months to accept her new 
legs. Physically and emotionally broken she was trying to 
escape the reality. But she knew that in order to go 
forward in life, she needs to let go ‘old Anna' and 
embrace 'new Anna’. At this moment she asked herself a 
life defining question: If my life is a book and I am the 
author, how would I want my story to go? And that is 
where a new chapter of her life began. Her father gifted 
her with one of his kidneys. Thereafter she says: “If you 


tell me to change my situation I would not, because my 
legs have not disabled me but enabled. They have forced 
me to rely on my imagination and to believe in the 
possibilities”. What moves me here is that, as a physio- 
therapist she was self-sufficient and had set a limit to her 
‘givenness' until something tragic happened in her life. 
The dream to travel around the world was still pending. 
Here her imagination, self-belief and positive outlook 
becomes a way to break the barriers of her 'givenness'. 
She took part in the snow board won four gold medals 
South Africa and helped to make shoes for children 
without legs. That is why; I believe that our imaginations 
can be used for breaking through barriers. Because in our 
mind we can do anything and we can achieve anything. 
It's by believing in our dreams and facing our fears head- 
on that allows us to live our life beyond limits. 

Although today is about innovation without borders, but 
I would like to say that innovations are possible because 
of our borders. Borders are not only where the actual 
ends, but also where the imagination and the story 
begins once again. Because, imagination is the ability to 
see present in its absence. Now, for us challenge is that 
instead of looking at our challenges and our limitations 
as something negative or bad, we can begin to look at 
them as blessings. Our imaginations can help us go 
further than we ever thought, we could go. It's not about 
breaking down the barriers, but it's about pushing them 
off and seeing what amazing blessings they can bring in 
out life. 

A friend of mine, who is well known in her home town 
and is on demand because of her talent in the music- 
world, now feels very low of herself and finds difficult to 
relate with others. What is happening here is that she is 
stuck up with her 'givenness', thatis, her world of singing 
and music. But now, in a different surrounding, much 
more is demanded and expected of her. She is not willing 
to break the barriers, so feels miserable and incompe- 
tent. Is she really incompetent? I would say 'no'. She has 
to face the challenge, take a risk and discover herself 
beyond her 'fixated givenness'. Though gifted in every 
way, it is our experience that we also grow in our 
dependency on the external world, without discovering 
the hidden beauty of our 'givenness'. For example, I 
heard a sister saying “I can pray very well only when the 
piece of music is being played during prayer”. Now, 
nothing is wrong in this statement or desire. A question 
came to my mind, then how great sages and mystics 
could get into deeper union with the Divine without any 
piece of music? She has tried to break the barriers but in 
its extreme form that only music can help her to pray or 
she has not yet recognized her 'givenness'. Each human 
person is given the deeper longing for the Divine and 
each one's heart keeps longing for Him. Instead of using 
her inner power, grace, her mind is conditioned to the 
piece of music to meet the Divine. 

In conclusion I would like say that sometimes our rigidity 
can become a barrier and prevent us from flowering. 
Somebody who is very rigid in his/her thoughts and 
emotions believes s/he is perfect and does not allow 
room for any other way of looking, thinking, or feeling. 
But when we say somebody is trying hard is actually 
stretching his/her boundary. If s/he stretches her/his 
boundary something that he never thought within his 
ability becomes his. It happens because of the certain 
extension of their identity. Therefore, our capacity to 
appreciate the 'givenness', the grace of life, which 
marked our childhood years, has never left us. The world 
needs the hope of those who know the 'givenness' of life. 
Let's allow the 'givenness' to become carrier and not 
barrier. May this 'givenness' help us to contribute much 
to the selfand the world at large. 
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Catholic bishops around 
the world demand IOC 
formal apology for 
'‘blasphemous' Olympic 
opening 


By CNA Staff: In a strongly worded open letter, 
Catholic cardinals and bishops from around the 
world are calling on the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) to “repudiate” and “apologize” for 
the “intentionally hateful mockery” of the Last 
Supper during the opening ceremony of the Paris 
2024 Olympics. 

In addition, “the undersigned commit to a day of 
prayer and fasting in reparation for this blasphemy.” 
The letter was signed by three cardinals and 24 
bishops as of Friday, Aug. 2, and states: “With shock, 
the world watched as the Summer Olympics in Paris 
opened with a grotesque and blasphemous depiction 
of the Last Supper.” 

“Itis hard to understand how the faith of over 2 billion 
people can be so casually and intentionally 
blasphemed,” say the prelates, who include Cardinal 
Raymond Leo Burke; Cardinal Wilfrid Fox Napier, 
OFM; and Cardinal Berhaneyesus Demerew 
Souraphiel, CM. 

While 15 of the 24 signatories are from the U.S. — 
including Archbishop Samuel Aquila of Denver; 
Archbishop Emeritus Charles Chaput, OFM Cap, of 
Philadelphia; Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone of 
San Francisco; Archbishop James Conley of Lincoln, 
Nebraska; and Archbishop Andrew Cozzens of 
Crookston, Minnesota — bishops from Argentina, 
France, Ghana, Lebanon, Nigeria, Peru, and the 
United Kingdom also signed the letter. 

The prelates demand that the IOC “repudiate this 
blasphemous action and apologize to all people of 
faith,” warning that the display “threatens people of 
all faiths and of none, as it opens the door to those 
with power doing whatever they wish to people they 
do notlike.” 

Condescending' response 

The Olympic opening ceremony in the French capital 
on July 26 triggered global outrage over scenes that 
included cavorting drag queens in what many 
decried as amockery of the Last Supper. 

The controversy escalated to such an extent that one 
U.S. mobile phone and internet company decided to 
pullits advertising from the Olympics. 

In a first response to the scandal one day after the 
ceremony, the artistic director responsible for the 
ceremony, Thomas Jolly, told local broadcaster 
BFMTV the scene was inspired by a pagan feast, not 
the Last Supper. 

“You will never find in my work a desire to denigrate 
anyone or anything,” Jolly said, according to Reuters. 
One day later, Olympics spokesperson Anne 
Descamps said, according to Reuters: “Clearly there 
was never an intention to show disrespect to any 
religious group. sThe opening ceremonyt tried to 
celebrate community tolerance. ... If people have 
taken any offense we are really sorry.” 

At least one prominent Catholic leader rejected this 
response — as have, inno uncertain terms, others. 
Bishop Robert Barron of Winona-Rochester, Minne- 
sota, called the Parisian reaction “a masterpiece of 
woke duplicity” in a video posted to social media 
platform X on July 29. 

“Christians were offended because it was offensive 
and it was intended to be offensive,” Barron said. “So 
please don't patronize us with this condescending 
remark about, well, if you had any, you know, bad 
feelings, we're awfully sorry 

.”A real apology would be something like: This was a 
mistake. It should never have been done, and we're 
sorry for it,” he said, adding: “I don't think Christians 
should be mollified; I think we should keep raising 
our voices.” 
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Dear Patrons/readers, as the entire Catholic Church is preparing for the Year of Jubilee 2025, themed “Pilgrims of Hope,” we are glad to bring you a series of 
articles on VAT- II documents in a nutshell for your benefit, starting with the four important documents called the Constitutions, from this edition onwards. 


Lumen Gentium: 


Parti 


THE BASIC SIXTEEN DOCUMENTS 


A COMPLETELY REVISED TRANSLATION 
IN INCLUSIVE LANGUAGI 


VATICAN 
SONG 
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Constitutions * Decrees * Declarations 


By Sacaria Joseph, SJ 


Introduction. 

The 20th century, characterised by rapid 
social and cultural changes, prompted 
Pope John XXIII to initiate a process of 
renewal and reform within the Catholic 
Church. This visionary endeavor sought 
to revitalise the Church's relationship 
with the contemporary world by exami- 
ning not only its structures and practices, 
but also its engagement with other faiths 
and secular ideologies. To facilitate this 
transformation, the Pope convened the 
Second Vatican Council. 

Historically, the Church was structured 
hierarchically, with clerical authority at 
its centre. However, growing intellectual 
and theological movements in the early 
20th century began to question this 
model, reimagining the Church as the 
‘People of God.' This shift emphasised 
the role of the laity and the broader 
mission of the Church in the world. 
Theologians like Henri de Lubac, Yves 
Congar, and Karl Rahner played crucial 
roles in this transformation, advocating 
for a universal call to holiness and a more 
active engagement with society. 

Pope John XXIII's call for renewal and 
reform created an environment for re- 
examining the nature and mission of the 
Church. Influenced by contemporary 
theological tides, the Council challenged 
the traditional hierarchical structure and 
embraced a more participatory model. 

In this context, Lumen Gentium (Light of 
Nations), the Dogmatic Constitution on 
the Church promulgated by Pope Paul VI 
in 1964, stands as a cornerstone docu- 
ment of the post-Vatican II Catholic 
Church. It embodies the Council's vision 


Church for the 


of the Church as a dynamic missionary 
community engaged in proclaiming the 
Gospel and bringing salvation to all 
people through Jesus Christ in the 
modern world. 


The Sacramental Role of the 
Church. 


Lumen Gentium presents the Church as 
a profound mystery rooted in the 
Trinitarian love of God, emphasising its 
divine, transcendent, and salvific nature. 
Christ is the head of the Church, with the 
Holy Spirit acting as its life-giving force, 
sustaining and guiding its mission. 

The Church assumes the role of a 
sacrament, mediating the presence of 
Christ in the world and fostering a 
deeper relationship between God and 
humanity. Its primary mission is to 
proclaim the Gospel and illuminate all 
nations with the light of Christ. 

The document affirms that the will of 
God is the sanctification of all believers. 
Consequently, all members of the 
Church are called to holiness. This is 
achieved by participating in God's divine 
life through means such as prayer, the 
sacraments, and living according to the 
Gospel. Simultaneously, they are invited 
to participate in the mission of the 
Church. 

Lumen Gentium intricately weaves toge- 
ther the mysterious nature of the Church, 
its foundation in the Trinitarian God, and 
its sacramental significance, under- 
scoring the importance of communion 
with God and human unity in fulfilling its 
mission. 

In essence, Lumen Gentium interweaves 
the mysterious nature of the Church, its 
Trinitarian foundation, and its sacra- 
mental role, highlighting the centrality of 
communion with God and human unity 
inits mission. 


The Church as the People of 
God. 


Lumen Gentium presents a transfor- 
mative vision of the Church as the 
‘People of God' - a community of equals 
united in the mission of Christ, transcen- 
ding divisions of race, class, or gender. 
This identity is deeply rooted in the role 
of the Church as a sacrament of God's 
Trinitarian communion. 

The document emphasises that the 
Church comprises not only the hierarchy 
and clergy but also the entire baptised 
faithful. Underlining the equality and 
unity of all Church members, it asserts 
that God's intention has always been to 
gather humanity as one community. 
Christ established this new People of 
God, encompassing both Jews and 
Gentiles, reborn through water and the 


Editor 


Reimagining the 


Modern World 


Spirit. 

All baptised Christians share in the one 
priesthood of Christ. The faithful exercise 
this royal priesthood through partici- 
pation in the sacraments, prayer, 
thanksgiving, a holy life, and acts of self- 
denial and charity. The identity of the 
Church as the pilgrim People of God is 
grounded in the profound mystery of 
God's Trinitarian communion, to which 
all believers are called. 


The Church as a Partnership. 
Lumen Gentium envisions a Church 
characterised by a dynamic partnership 
between hierarchy and laity. This colla- 
boration enhances the ability of the 
Church to fulfill its mission, fostering a 
shared sense of responsibility among all 
members. 

While recognising the leadership of the 
bishops as the successors of the apostles, 
the document affirms that the laity are 
called to be active participants in the 
mission of the Church. Laity are called to 
share in proclaiming the Gospel and 
building up the Body of Christ. 

To facilitate this partnership, bishops and 
priests are encouraged to support and 
empower the laity, allowing them to 
contribute their unique gifts and talents 
to the mission ofthe Church. 


Mary as the Mother of the 
Church. 


Lumen Gentium affirms the role of Mary 
as the mother of the Church, describing 
her as the mother of the members of 
Christ. Her cooperation in the redem- 
ptive work of Christ enabled the birth of 
the Church through grace, establishing 
her as a spiritual mother nurturing the 
faith of the believers. She is presented asa 
preeminent model of holiness and a 
powerful intercessor. 

As Mother of the Church, Mary's interce- 
ssion is highlighted as a source of 
strength and comfort. Her unique close- 
ness to Christ empowers her to aid those 
who seek her help. This maternal role and 
intercessory power solidify her position 
as the ideal disciple and a beacon for all 
believers. 

Mary's unwavering faith and charity, 
exemplified in her responses to the 
Annunciation and Crucifixion, and her 
role in the early Church, make her a 
paragon of Christian virtue. Lumen 
Gentium encourages the faithful to 
imitate her faith and obedience. 


Eschatological Dimension of 
the Church. 

Lumen Gentium presents the Churchasa 
pilgrim people journeying through time 
while simultaneously participating in the 


heavenly realm. This dual nature 
positions the Church as an earthly 
institution with a heavenly destiny. Its 
fundamental mission is to guide 
believers toward holiness and prepare 
them for eternal life. 

As an instrument of salvation, the Church 
dispenses grace through the sacraments, 
preaching, and communal worship. By 
fostering a community that reflects the 
love and unity of the Trinity, it empowers 
its members to embody these divine 
attributes. 

The document underscores the eschato- 
logical character of the Church by empha- 
sising its ultimate destiny and the 
unfolding of the plan of God throughout 
history. It affirms that the full realisation 
the Church as a holy community will be 
accomplished only in heaven, where the 
faithful will be united with Christ and the 
saints. This eschatological perspective 
inspires hope and perseverance among 
believers, while the saints, as models of 
Christian virtue, offer both inspiration 
and intercession. 


Conclusion. 

Lumen Gentium concludes by empha- 
sising the vocation of the Church to 
proclaim the saving truth of Christ to all 
peoples and foster unity among Chris- 
tians. Christ calls the Church to be a light 
for all nations, guiding humanity towards 
union with God. 

This mission demands both renewed 
vigour and adaptability while maintai- 
ning unwavering fidelity to the Gospel. To 
fulfill this mandate, the Church must 
remain united and, continuously renew 
herself, adapting to the changing times 
and needs of the world while safeguar- 
ding its core teachings and preserving its 
eternal mission. 

Ultimately, Lumen Gentium presents a 
vision of a united Church, diverse yet 
committed to its mission. Guided by the 
Holy Spirit, the Church is called to bring 
the light of Christ to the world, adapting 
to the present age while remaining 
steadfast inits eternal purpose. 
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Blessing people in 'irregular' 
relationships not doctrinal error 


By Carol Glatz 


Theologian revisits the meaning and 
intention of the declaration 'Fiducia 
Supplicans' in nearly 3,000-word article. 
There have been "various signs" in 
modern times that have prompted a new 
awareness of the Gospel and how great 
God's love for humanity is, a theologian 
and consultor for the Dicastery for the 
Doctrine ofthe Faith said. 

These signs include the Catholic 
Church's hope of salvation for infants 
who die without being baptized, the 
inadmissibility of the death penalty and 
the recent declaration opening the 
possibility of non-liturgical blessings to 
gay and other couples not married in the 
church, the consultor, Michelina Tenace, 
said in an article published in the Vatican 
newspaper, L'Osservatore Romano, July 
30. 

The nearly 3,000-word article titled, "A 
‘trust’ that invites us to supplicate,"” 
revisited the meaning and intention of 
the declaration, "Fiducia Supplicans" 
("Supplicating Trust"), on "the pastoral 
meaning of blessings," published by the 
dicastery in 2023 and approved by Pope 
Francis. Tenace, who is a consecrated 
laywoman and theologian, was one of the 
three women the pope appointed to the 
dicastery in 2018 to be active contribu- 
tors as consultors. It was the first time 
women and laypeople were appointed to 
that role in the doctrinal office. 

The declaration, she wrote, echoes Pope 
Francis’ invitation "to look at the mystery 
of the human condition from the 
‘peripheries’ of the church," like the 
shepherd who goes in search of the lost 
sheep. 

"The shepherd who goes in search of the 
lost sheep is not failing to care for those 
who have come into the fold," she wrote. 
"On the contrary, the shepherd hopes 
that the danger he puts himself into in 
order to save the one (sheep) will be an 
occasion to strengthen prayer for him, 
the shepherd," and to increase "compa- 
ssion for the sheep in distress and 
gratitude on the part of those who dwell 
in 'his' home." 

She wrote that the declaration reflects 
that teaching and "takes into considera- 
tion the fact that when the children (of 
God) implore with trust -- according to 
the measure of the wound of their heart -- 
the Father's response is according to the 
infinite measure of mercy." 

Over time, the pronouncements and 
gestures of the church demonstrate a 
theological coherence that supports its 
doctrine, Tenace wrote. 

After the dicastery's response in 2021, 
which determined the church does not 
have the power to give a blessing to 
unions of persons of the same sex, the 
dicastery offered a new and "innovative" 
way to look at blessings with its declara- 
tion in 2023, she wrote. 

The novelty, she wrote, is determining 
that "what is not possible in a sacramen- 
tal liturgical context is possible in a 
pastoral practice, without changing in 


any way the Church's perennial teaching 
on marriage," which is only a life-long 
union between aman andawoman. 

The declaration says in certain circum- 
stances and with proper discernment, 
priests can give brief, spontaneous, non- 
sacramental, non-liturgical blessings to 
the individuals making the request who 
are in irregular situations or who are a 
same-sex couple "without officially 
validating their status" or blessing the 
union. "These blessings, outside of any 
liturgical context and form, do not 


permanent condition of children who die 
without baptism, being accepted, there 
was a ‘clarification’ based on an anthro- 
pology of solidarity." 

The document did not deny the necessity 
of baptism as the way to achieve salvation 
in Christ, she wrote, but it did explore the 
Christian sense of hope that there may be 
other ways to achieve the same end and 
that God's mercy would allow children 
unable to receive the sacrament of 
baptism "to participate in his vision, by 
grace, thatis, to enter salvation." 


calling for further study on the different 
types of "irregularity" since a male- 
female couple and a same-sex couple 
"raise different issues." 

"Certainly, pastoral practice takes into 
account the difference there is between a 
couple in the situation of an ‘irregular 
union’ when it is a couple consisting of a 
man and a woman and a couple living in 
the situation ofan ‘irregular relationship’ 
when itis asame-sex couple," she wrote. 
"It helps to remember that Pope Francis 
wanted to specify that one does not bless 


require moral perfection to be received," 
Pope Francis had said. 

Without directly discussing the opposi- 
tion or controversy sparked by the decla- 
ration, Tenace wrote that, "We are accu- 
stomed in the Church to dealing with 
pastoral issues that raise fruitful theolo- 
gical debates to deepen doctrine." 

The church's engagement with the world, 
"for which Christ suffered, died and rose 
again," always offers the church, "which 
is the body of Christ, an occasion to 
deepen her understanding of the Lord 
himself and of his love, and indeed of 
herself, an occasion to penetrate more 
deeply the message of salvation entru- 
sted to her," she wrote. 

There have been "several signs of our 
modern times that prompt a renewed 
awareness of certain aspects of the 
Gospel" that have particular relevance to 
the subject of pastoral blessings and how 
the desire to offer pastoral care is at the 
foundation of church doctrine, she wrote. 
Two examples of change emerging from 
this interaction between "doctrine and 
pastoral urgency” are the International 
Theological Commission's document, 
approved by Pope Benedict XVI in 2007, 
on "The hope of salvation for infants who 
die without being baptized" and Pope 
Francis' approval in 2018 of a revision of 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
declaring the death penalty is inadmi- 
ssible. 

The issue of the salvation of children who 
die without baptism was a long-debated 
topic, Tenace wrote. After centuries of 
"the theology of limbo, which was a 


The doctrine on the sacrament of 


baptism did not change but there was an 
expanded understanding of God's mercy, 
she wrote. 

Concerning the death penalty, she added, 
there was "a development of the under- 
standing of the dignity of the person in 
the light of the Gospel," which led to the 
church finally "distancing itself from a 
human, civil tradition" of capital punish- 
ment, which the church had recognized, 
for centuries, as a legitimate right of civil 
authorities to impose. 

"These two examples are just a few 
among many that church history offers 
us," Tenace wrote."The declaration about 
the possibility of blessing same-sex 
couples fits perfectly into this vocation of 
theology, of constantly making accessible 
the theological understanding of doc- 
trine to offer a vision that draws together 
the doctrinal aspects with pastoral ones 
in acoherent manner." 

"Fiducia supplicans" confirms the 
doctrine on the sacrament of marriage 
while allowing ministers to take care and 
respond to the request of people who live 
"in a union that cannot be compared in 
any way to a marriage and who desire to 
entrust themselves to the Lord and his 
mercy, to invoke his help, and to be 
guided to a greater understanding of his 
plan of love and of truth," she wrote, 
citing the declaration. 

Therefore, she wrote, "The gesture of 
blessing two persons in an irregular 
situation should not be considered an 
error or infidelity to Catholic doctrine." 
Tenace ended her article with a section 


the union, but simply the people who 
together have requested it," she wrote, 
adding that "there is no shortage of 
elements to bless in same-sex couples" 
when it is considered "there are many 
kinds of relationships: between friends, 
between parents and children, between 
siblings, etc." 

"However, for the Catholic Church, the 
sexual relationship is considered specific 
to the gift of self between a man and a 
woman in the marriage union. So much 
so that, otherwise, recourse to sex is 
considered an expression of a 'non- 
regular’ relationship and can be spoken 
of as 'sin' not due to an obsession with 
sexuality, but rather because of a high 
esteem for the reality of the differen- 
tiation between male-female as God's gift 
to creation that marks the greatness and 
limitation ofhuman beings," she wrote. 
In fact, the original sin was the human 
being rejecting the gift of creation 
"because of the limitation that God 
placed on it and thus also perverts the gift 
of greatness. Sin is not recounted as 
something about sex, but it is about 
‘knowledge,’ the desire to 'possess' ... to 
possess everything," she wrote. 

In terms of faith, being either male or 
female according to birth, "represents the 
scope of the limitation that is placed on 
us as human creatures, male or female, to 
access through sexual identity the 
mystery of the union that is possible 
between a man and a woman, two 
persons of different sexes created to 
become, through love, one flesh," 
she wrote. 
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To share religious meaning 
in a pluralistic nation 


By Myron J Pereira 

Can we mold religious symbols that do not 
threaten but rather accommodate our Hindu, 
Muslim and Buddhist ontempo-raries? 
Everyone seems to have an opinion on the 
demographic changes taking place in our 
societies. At the same time, another transition 
seems to have escaped public notice. 

We are moving steadily to making our 
neighborhoods (the original meaning of the 
Greek paroikia, parish) more humane, more 
concerned and more God-centred, precisely at 
a time when urban society seems to be sliding 
towards greater deterioration. 

So, what are the challenges that parishes pose 
to families, to social workers, and to ministers 
of the faith? 

I'd like to reflect on the situation from the 
viewpoint ofhuman communication. 


Asharing of meaning 

Can meaning — religious meaning, that is — be 
shared? Whatare the implications? 

Most people have a rather “linear” understan- 
ding of communication, that is, they conceive 
of it in straight lines of transmission, of the 
“sending of messages” in much the same way as 
aTVorradio station beams its messages to their 
homes. 

Is this the way pastoral messages — of 
preaching, of the liturgy — are sent along a one- 
way track? Is the “good news” proclaimed to all 
and sundry, regardless of their capacity to 
receive? 

Hardly so. Genuine communication occurs 
only when meaning is shared. And meaning 
comes in layers, like the peels of an onion. The 
metaphor is not so much straight lines, as 
circular relationships. 

Take the typical crowd in church at a Sunday 
Eucharist. It is usually a very heterogeneous 
group, composed of young and old, educated 
and those less so, with not everyone coming 
willingly or attentively. 

What meaning does each one take home from 
this act of Sunday worship? Does the commu- 
nity seated in the pews follow the homily 
delivered by a tired preacher, through an 
imperfect sound system? Or perhaps many 
resent the fact that he comes from a strange, 
foreign background? 

Only an understanding of this will tell one what 
actually has been communicated. 

This "sharing of meaning" asks us to grasp the 
interior disposition of those we work with and 
insists that pastors become more aware of what 
others are “saying” — the others being the poor, 
the sick, the marginalized, youth and women, 
and many other religious groups within the 
parish area. 

Evangelization is only genuine communication 
when it “shares meaning.” 


Technology has arole 

To share meaning through information and 
persuasion presumes some role for media 
technology. 

Could it be otherwise? Today the media have 
given rise to new “languages” which call for as 
much skill as learning a foreign tongue. 
Preaching is a skill, and while few are born prea- 
chers, almost anyone can become an effective 
preacher through assiduous practice. 
Audio-visual language, journalistic techniques, 
and understanding pop music are all vital areas 
for pastors. Because for most of our peers — not 
just youth — life is interpreted, and “meaning is 
shared” not only through family and church, 
but increasingly through media exposure. 

Thus newspapers, TV and video, and pop music 
make sense of the world around, even when 
that sense is at variance with the “good news” 
proclaimed from the pulpit. 


The place of other religions 

I live in an urban parish that is seeing a steady 
increase of Muslims in the neighbourhood. 
This is not something that most Catholics view 
with equanimity, having not grown up with 
dialogue. 

Dialogue is something left to scholars, not for 
men and women who have to raise families in 
tough and dangerous neighbourhoods. If 
religious dialogue is important, it is also 
increasingly difficult. 

So, the parish must continue to remain a valid 
religious symbol in a society that is being 
rapidly “communalized,” that is, perverted by 
bogus religious symbols created by political 
parties for their own devious purposes. 
Communication now means “sharing meaning” 
with groups that may not share one's frame- 
work of values or a common perception of 
interests. 

The parish is a community of believers. True, 
but it is also a structure of institutions in a 
locality, and this institutional presence may 
play an even stronger role than individual 
Catholic families. 

How can we mould religious symbols that do 
not threaten but rather accommodate our 
Hindu, Muslim and Buddhist contemporaries? 
What are the kinds of “religious meanings” we 
communicate through buildings, rituals and 
public ceremonies, pageants, music and 
iconography? 

Like other minorities in this pluralistic nation, 
the Catholic community too is searching for its 
identity — less aggressively perhaps than 
others — and one key area where this identity 
will be forged and displayed is the urban parish. 
Like the trenches in World War I, parishes are a 
ragged frontline, exhausting in their attrition, 
calling for our silent and dogged presence. 


The fault line behind Massive 
landslide in Wayanad, Kerala 


By Isaac Herold Gomes 


On 30 July 2024 a massive landslide hit Vellarimala Hills in Wayanad 
district, Kerala. It completely wiped out Mundakkai and Chooralmala 
villages of Meppadi Panchayat. Dr. K. Soman, former Head of Resource 
Analysis Division, National Centre for Earth Science Studies (NCESS), 
explained to 'The News Minute' as to why this landslide occurred. 
According to him, geological factors and unscientific land use patterns 
of the hilly terrain are the root causes of this very unfortunate incident. 
Dr Soman said that a combination of factors (1) the slope of the 
Vellarimala Hills, (2) soil thickness (3) nature of the soil & rocks and (4) 
rainfall played a role in the landslide. 

Another cause could be the loose/hollow subsoil. Dr Soman opined that 
the Wayanad landslide can be attributed to fractured rocks. Fracturing 
of rocks is a natural geological phenomenon by which they are divided 
into two or more 
pieces by joints or 
faults. If one took a 
close look attheland- 
slide in Vellarimala 
Hills, one would 
observe that it des- 
cended through the & 
middle part of the 
two high ridges. In 
geological parlance 
this is called 'saddle' 
a phenomenon 
which is either due 
to fracturing or ero- 
sion. Saddles formed by erosion usually occur in limestone, which is not 
the instant case. The one in Vellarimala was caused by fracturing, Dr 
Soman reiterated. 

He added when water continuously accumulates in the faults of 
fractured rocks and the soil reaches saturation, the water bursts forth, 
taking with it soil, rocks, and vegetation. At Vellarimala, heavy rainfall 
within a short span of time caused the water from the rock crevices gush 
down the mountain slopes. Vellarimala's altitude (2,000 metres above 
sea level) also aggravated this damage. The landslide originated at this 
height and came down with great force in no time on Chooralmala 
which is 1,000 metres below and on Mundakkai which is 1,100 metres 
below Vellarimala. In the process it wiped out everything that came in 
its way - at least 308 lives and 348 houses (Source: ANI news agency). 
From Vellarimala Hills, the landslide flowed through Iruvajinzhi river 
which descends from a height of 1,800 metres. It is along this river the 
landslide went on a rampage in Mundakai, Chooralmala, Attamala and 
Noolpuzha. After that it continued for several kilometres along the 
Chaliyar river. 

Dr Soman recalled that between 1984 and 2020 several minor landslides 
hit Mundakai and Chooralmala. Then why were human settlements 
allowed despite the fact that the zone is landslide-prone? Not only 
geological reasons, reckless felling of trees, cutting of hills for farming, 
filling of lakes and wetlands are also believed to be the prime reasons 
behind this destruction. 

According to last year's data released by ISRO's National Remote 
Sensing Centre, Kerala has 10 of the 30 most landslide-prone areas in 
India and Wayanad is the 13th most landslide-prone zone. A study 
published in 2021 stated that landslide hotspots in Kerala are Idukki, 
Ernakulam, Kottayam, Wayanad, Kozhikodve and Malappuram 
districts. Ithas been seen that 59% of the landslides in Kerala have taken 
place in agricultural areas. A 2022 study says that between 1950 and 
2018, 62% of the forest covers in Wayanad hill disappeared. Cultivation 
has increased by a whopping 1800% in that place. This means 
unscientific land use patterns (cutting down of the forest to make way 
for farming) is going on unabated. 

“Water has memory, it remembers its course, even centuries after it's 
diverted. It's dangerous to attempt to trick nature by occupying the path 
ofariver,” Dr Soman said. 

Let's recall a few devastating incidents in hilly regions: The 12 
November 2023 collapse ofa section of the Silkyara Bend—Barkot tunnel 
in Uttarakhand; the recent torrential rains and landslides in Sikkim and 
Kalimpong causing cave-in on the National Highway 10 (NH-10) and its 
closure; further damage to it under the impact of falling rubble and 
boulders; and the collapse of a 4-storey building and it being washed 
away after heavy rainfall in the raging Parvati River in Himachal Pradesh 
on lst August 2024. The chain of these incidents and the latest 
devastation in Wayanad is a stark reminder of humans ignoring the 
topography of hilly areas and playing with nature at a huge price. Does 
Pope Francis’ encyclical aLaudato Si' ringabell? (nputs from ABP Online) 


ThelHerald |11 


Kolkata | August 9-15, 2024 


Miscellaneous 


Wayanad: Church joins others to 
plan survivors rehabilitation 


have to be settled back to their commu- 
nities. “This process of permanent 


COMMON QUESTIONS ON LITURGICAL NORMS 


DO STOLES SUFFICE IF CHASUBLES ARE AVAILABLE? 


Answered by Father Edward Mc Namara, professor of 
liturgy at the Regina Apostolorum University 


Ig 


By Thomas Scaria 


Kalpeta: Various dioceses, religious congre- 
gations, and laity groups have formed a task 
force with Hindus and Muslims to implement 
short term and long term rehabilitation plans 
for the landslide survivors in Kerala's Wayanad 
district. 

The hilly district on July 30 witnessed one of 
the “worst ever landslides” in the southern 
Indian state that killed more than 400 people 
and wounded many others. More than 2,000 
people are in the camps. 

The interreligious “Wayanad Relief Group has 
decided to make temporary family shelters as 
an immediate step and then build permanent 
houses eventually. 

The group headed by Claretian Father George 
Kannanthanam has visited the affected areas, 
relief camps and victims' families to make a 
rapid assessment of the situation and identify 
immediate priorities. 

The group under parish priest Father Mathew 
Periappuram's coordination then met at St. 
Vincent De Paul Forane Church, Kalpeta, a 
major town in the district, to review the 
situation. 

Among the more than 40 participants were the 
representatives of religious congregations, 
Mananthavady Syro-Malabar diocese and 
Latin Archdiocese of Bangalore and diocese of 
Calicut. 

The team has also met District Collector D R 
Meghashree and briefed her about its propo- 
sed plan and pledged full support to the 
government proposal for building an exclusive 
township with all amenities for the victims. 
The group observed that people, who are now 
living in temporary shelters such as schools, 


settlement with houses and other 
amenities will take minimum three 
years, and therefore, there is a need for 
temporary arrangements,” Father 
| Kannanthanam told Matters India 
’ August6. 

While some participants suggested 
building community shelters for seve- 
ral families others said the survivors 
should be given exclusive facilities to stay as 
families. 

“Therefore, it is required to create transitional 
houses meanwhile, so that they can stay as 
families and can carry on with regular life,” the 
meeting recommended who studied various 
models for a cost-effective pre fab houses of 
about 200 square feet with a kitchenette and 
toilet costing about 300,000 rupees. 

The group also decided to propose the plan to 
the government and offer to undertake its 
implementation while the government and 
other NGOs build permanent houses. 

Some members also have suggested to 
develop an education fund to support the 
children who lost their school and arrange 
counseling facilities for them. Around 53 
students were killed in the landslides and 
several now stay in relief camps. Some have 
lost their parents, siblings or relatives. 

The group also observed that offers have come 
from corporate groups and the governments 
to build more than 500 permanent houses. 
“There is no scarcity of funds. So, we should 
make sure each house will be decent enough 
with at least 700-800 sq ft size with all 
amenities,” the group said. 

A new house will cost around 1.5 million 
rupees and those sponsoring houses should 
also involve in their planning and inplemen- 
tation too. The group proposed to involve the 
beneficiaries also in the planning. 

The group suggested creation of a coordina- 
tion committee, involving members and 
experts, nominated from all concerned 
agencies, to ensure that the best ideas and 
practices are incorporated in the process. 


Tribal Christians put peace before cash 


in India's 
Unless peace is restored there is no point in 
building houses, they say after the government 
sanctioned monetary aid 
Indigenous Christian leaders have called on 
the government to restore peace instead of 
distributing cash to build new houses for 
victims of the sectarian strife in northeastern 
Manipur where Christians fight Hindus. 
The real problem is “restoring pace,” noted a 
Church leader from Manipur where a 15- 
month-long conflict over conferring tribal 
status on the majority Meitei Hindu community 
has claimed more than 226 lives and uprooted 
over 60,000 people, most of them Christians. 
The unprecedented violence that began on 
May 3, 2023, has hit more than 18,370 families, 
of which more than 14,800 of them have taken 
shelter in relief camps, Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh of Manipur told the state assembly. 
On Aug 5, Singh informed the assembly about 
the decision to distribute Rs100,000 
(US$1,191) to victims to build new houses. 
The Catholic Church has a diocese in Manipur, 
based in the state capital Imphal, and headed 
by Archbishop Linus Neli. Indigenous people 


Manipur 


mostly Christians make up 41 percent of the 
state's 3.2 million people and Meitei Hindus 
form 53 percent. There are Christians among 
the Meiteis, too. 

Unless “peace is restored no such announce- 
ment will be of any use,” the Church leader 
who did not want to be named due to security 
reasons told UCA News on Aug. 6. 

“Obviously, everyone wants to have a home. 
People in Manipur are asking for a dignified 
life back in their villages from where they 
fled,” he added. 

The government needs to create an environ- 
ment that will enable them to return to their 
homes, the Church leader said. 

They have been living in relief camps for overa 
year with “no individualidentity,” he noted. 
The chief minister announced the cash to 
build houses. But what will they do with it 
“unless there is peace in the state?" asked a 
tribal Christian leader. 

According to government data, 11,133 houses 
have been set on fire, and 4,569 of them were 
completely gutted. 


Q: I've seen concelebrants at a 
Mass using only stoles over their 
albs. Is that OK, even if chasubles 
are available? — J.D., El Cajon, 
California 

A: The new General Instruction on 
the Roman Missal refers to this 
question in No. 209: "In the vesting 
room or other suitable place, the 
concelebrants put on the sacred 
vestments they customarily wear 
when celebrating Mass individually. 
Should, however, a good reason 
arise, (e.g., a large number of conce- 
lebrants or a lack of vestments), 
concelebrants other than the princi- 
pal celebrant may omit the chasuble 
and simply wear the stole over the 
alb." 

Few comments are needed as the 
text is very clear. While simply wea- 
ring the stole over the alb is a 
possibility when there is a good 
reason, in normal circumstances if 
chasubles are available they should 
be used. 

Preferably the chasubles should be 
of uni-form design and color. 

The use of proper vestments enhan- 
ces the dignity and beauty of the 
celebration and helps the priest 
overcome the danger of falling into a 
certain sloppiness and carelessness 
in his liturgical gestures, a problem 
whichis particularly acute in large or 
frequent concelebrations. 

There may be other good reasons, 
apart from lack of chasubles, which 
would allow for the omission of the 
chasuble by concelebrants such as 
an outdoor Mass or excess humidity 
which might cause damage to the 
vestments. 

Sometimes a partial solution may be 
adopted in which only those priests 
closest to the main celebrant wear 
full vestments. Although the Holy 
See has granted one or two specific 
indults allowing priests to either 
omit wearing the chasuble or use a 
combined alb-with-chasuble (notin 
the English-speaking world, 
however) itis clear that the principal 
celebrant may not leave aside the 
chasuble. 

Follow-up:Stoles and Chasubles: 

In my reply on the use of chasubles 
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in concelebrations ...1 mentioned 
that one reason they could be 
omitted would be excess humidity 
which might damage the vestments. 
An Irish priest correspondent asks: 
"What about excessive humidity 
which might cause damage to the 
priest? Surely he is more important 
than the chasuble!" 

I must admit that I have never 
thought of the chasuble as a health 
hazard, except the time I tripped 
while wearing one a couple of sizes 
too big for me, but I agree that 
avoiding excess perspiration in 
humid conditions would justify 
leaving it aside for concelebrants. 

Of course neither the principal 
celebrant nor the lone celebrant 
may do so. As one who has often had 
to celebrate during the clammy, 
muggy, Roman summer, I can attest 
that the problem is somewhat 
alleviated by using lightweight 
chasubles. 

Several readers asked if the rules 
regarding chasubles applied equally 
to the deacon's dalmatic (an outer 
vestment usually made of the same 
colour and design as the chasuble, 
but different in form, in having 
sleeves). 

It is true that this beautiful diaconal 
vestment has all but disappeared 
from many of our churches, stem- 
ming in part from the fact that, 
unlike the chasuble, it is not strictly 
obligatory and, while functioning at 
Mass, the deacon may always use 
the second option of wearing only 
alb and stole, worn like a sash from 
the left shoulder. 

Another factor is probably econo- 
mic, as it requires parishes to 
purchase at least one complete set of 
vestments for each liturgical color. 
This would probably be rather steep 
for those parishes that only sporadi- 
cally benefit from the services of a 
deacon. However, those parishes 
regularly served by a deacon from 
the seminary or by an established 
permanent deacon would do well to 
restore the use of the dalmatic, 
especially for the most important 
celebrations, as it notably enhances 
the dignity of the celebration. 
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The Jubilee Prayer 


Father in heaven, 

may the faith you have given us 

in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother, 
and the flame of charity enkindled 

in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 
reawaken in us the blessed hope 

for the coming of your Kingdom. 


May your grace transform us 

into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel. 

May those seeds transform from within both humanity and the 
whole cosmos 

in the sure expectation 

of a new heaven and a new earth, 

when, with the powers of Evil vanquished, 

your glory will shine eternally. 


May the grace of the Jubilee 

reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope, 

a yearning for the treasures of heaven. 
May that same grace spread 

the joy and peace of our Redeemer 
throughout the earth. 

To you our God, eternally blessed, 

be glory and praise for ever. 


Amen 
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CUSTOMISED BIRTHDAY CAKES 


SAL DAN HA 


SPECIALITY WEDDING SLICES: Dummy Wedding 

Baptism and First Holy Communion Cakes, Rich Plum, Walnut Plain, 
Cup Cakes, Coconut ,Apple tart, Chocolate mudpie, 
SANDWICHES: Cheese, Egg, Vegetables, Chicken Mayonnaise, and 


Lemon Drops, Brownies,Lemon meringue pie 
QUICHE,PATTIES: Cern, Cheese Puff, Vegetable, Chicken 
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